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Emily Ackland

David Anderson

Country Road Program Manager, Association of Oregon Counties
Salem, OR
I was born in St. Paul, MN and lived there
until I age 11 when my family moved to
Austin, TX when my father was
transferred with 3M. I attended Angelo
State University initially but transferred
to Oklahoma State University, where I
obtained my bachelors and Masters’
degrees, both in zoology.

Executive Vice President, Utility & Storage Operations, NW Natural
Portland, OR

I then moved to Oregon and joined
AmeriCorps in 200, serving as an
environmental education specialist at Marion County Public Works.
I was subsequently hired permanently as an environmental
specialist for the county. Three years later, I was hired by the
Association of Oregon Counties (AOC) as the environmental
coordinator/policy manager, and then was appointed to the
position of county road program manager in 2013. I enjoy
advocating for local government and educating decision makers,
keeping them informed about opportunities and changes in laws.
I am the oldest of three siblings. My sister, Natellie lives in Colorado
Springs, and my brother, David, lives in Georgia and is active in the
Air Force (just back from his second tour in Afghanistan). My
father’s death as a result of cancer in 2000 brought us together in a
very special way while we were all relatively young. My mother got
back from a two-year service with the Peace Corps about 4 years
ago. She now roams the U.S. with her little puppy in an RV! I am
single and have two Rhodesian ridgebacks that live with me in my
home in Salem. In my spare time, I serve as a Director on the Board
of the Marion Soil and Water Conservation District. I am currently
Chair of the Board. I also serve as Second Vice President for the
Oregon Association of Conservation Districts. I very much enjoy
traveling and socializing. I love being outdoors with nature, whether
it’s camping or playing in my gardens.
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David Anderson is NW Natural’s
Executive Vice President of Utility and
Gas Storage Operations. Previously, he
was Senior Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer, a position he held
from 2004 when he joined the company
to March 1, 2013. Before coming to NW
Natural, he was Senior Vice President
and CFO at TXU Gas. He previously held
executive positions within TXU Corporation including Senior Vice
President and Chief Accounting Officer.
David is a director on the Portland State University (PSU)
Foundation Board and is a past board member of the Northwest Gas
Association and Oregon Mentors. He is past president of Oregon
Partnership and is past chair of the American Gas Association (AGA)
Finance Committee and the AGA Fiscal and Tax Committee. He also
chairs the Association of Oregon Industries (AOI) Fiscal Policy
Committee. He is a past advisory board member for PSU School of
Business and Oregon Department of Education Business Advisory
Team.
David holds a BBA in Accounting from Texas Tech University and is a
CPA and CGMA.
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Oscar Arana
Director of Strategic Development and
Communications, Native American
Youth and Family Center
Portland, OR
My career is a combination of nonprofit, government and journalistic
experiences. I’ve worked as a television
news producer for an English and
pioneering Spanish-language newscast
in central Washington, a writer for Mexico City’s Associated Press
bureau, as U.S. Senator Ron Wyden’s Multnomah County
representative, and, most recently, as the Native American Youth
and Family Center’s (NAYA) Director of Strategic Development and
Communications. NAYA works to enhance the diverse strengths of
Native American youth and families. The organization has an $8
million annual budget and $20 million in agency real estate assets.
I started volunteering at NAYA in 2001 as a chaperone for youth
dances and joined its staff in 2007. As a first-generation Mexican
immigrant, I’m committed to the educational and economic success
of NAYA youth and families. My experience growing up in poverty
resembles the lives of many of the NAYA youth and families, and the
reason why he’s passionate about his work.
My personal interests include volunteering with community
organizations as well as recreational sports and spending time with
friends.
I’m a graduate of the University of Oregon’s Journalism School and
its Executive MBA program. (Go Ducks!) I have an older brother,
and two beautiful nieces and a nephew.

Debbie Vought
Executive Director, Citizens for Safe Schools
Klamath Falls, OR
I am a native Californian who grew up
outside an Air Force Base in Lompoc ¸
California then moved in my teens to San
Diego County. My dad was a Korean War
veteran and banker¸ my mother an early
feminist who worked full time in real estate. As a young girl I was
an overachiever in school and in sports. I found an outlet for my
curiosity in books and travel and a platform for my extroversion as
class president in my junior/senior high years. I married shortly
after high school and gave birth to three children¸ two of whom are
alive today and pursuing their career passions in criminal justice and
nursing. With many life lessons left to learn about loss¸ love and
moving on¸ I divorced in my twenties¸ remarried in my thirties and
moved to Oregon where I have lived happily for over 15 years.
A quick read of my resume might reveal my love of teaching¸ learning and
working with young people but I also consider myself a social
entrepreneur. I believe goals of the myriad sectors that make up our
society are and should be mutually reinforcing and interconnected.
Additionally¸ it appears to me we have minimized or simply ignored the
economic value of defining and addressing social problems at their root
causes. To that end¸ I co-founded Citizens for Safe Schools¸ a grass-roots
positive youth development organization in Klamath Falls. Our goal:
mobilize multiple stakeholders to get at the root cause of school violence¸
high dropout rates and other negative outcomes for our most valuable of
human resources – children and youth.
I like to think of myself as curious¸ spiritual and compassionate. From a
personal point of view¸ I feel an affinity with the view as expressed by
many religions and great thinkers: all things are interconnected and if
personal health¸ freedom and abundance are our collective desire¸ we
would be wise¸ to quote Einstein¸ to widen our circle of compassion to
embrace all living things and the whole of nature in its beauty.
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Peter Cogswell
Acting Chief Public Affairs Officer
Bonneville Power Administration
Portland, OR

Ann Colonna
Sensory Program Manager,
Food Innovation Center, OSU
Portland, OR

Peter currently serves as the
Acting Chief Public Affairs Officer
for the Bonneville Power
Administration, a Federal power
marketing administration based
in Portland that delivers power
from the Federal Columbia River Power System. He joined BPA in
2007 as the Oregon Liaison and was named Manager if Regional
Relations is 2010. He has been Acting Chief Public Affairs Officer
since May 2013

I received my B.S. degree in
Biochemistry in 1997 from the
University of Arizona and followed
that with a culinary degree from
the Cooking School of the Rockies in Boulder, Colorado and
Provence, France.

Prior to joining BPA Peter served on the staff of Oregon Governor
Ted Kulongoski from 2004 – 2007, first as Deputy Chief of Staff and
then as Senior Policy Advisor for Energy and Telecommunications.

I am currently in my twelfth year as the Sensory Program Manager
at the Food Innovation Center in Portland, Oregon, an off campus
Oregon State University Experiment Station. I assist industry clients
with sensory and consumer testing and collaborate in mission
oriented research designed to advance Northwest agriculture and
food products.

He also spent four years in the government affairs group at
PacifiCorp and eight years with the Oregon Department of Justice as
a spokesperson and legislative representative.
He is a graduate of the University of Oregon and lives in southeast
Portland with his wife and three daughters.
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I continued my education at the University of California, Davis
where I earned an M.S. degree in Sensory Food Science in 2001
focusing on methods to mask the carry-over effects in the mouth
from the astringency in wine.
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Rob Coppedge

MG Devereux

Senior Vice President, Corporate Development
Cambia Health Solutions
Portland, OR
Rob provides leadership for Cambia’s
diversification and strategic investment
efforts, with responsibility for Direct
Health Solutions investment strategy
and portfolio management. In addition,
he oversees corporate development for
all of Cambia’s companies, including
the Regence health plans.

Deputy Director
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Salem, OR

Rob has spent nearly 20 years in health
care – working with entrepreneurs to
build innovative companies. He spent
13 years with Capitol Health Partners, a
Washington, D.C., and New York Citybased venture capital firm specializing in early-stage health services
and health care information technology.
Rob serves on the boards of numerous Cambia portfolio companies
– including Rise Health, GNS Healthcare, Retrofit, and, until its
recent sale to the Advisory Board Company, Care Team Connect.
Active in industry and community organizations, Rob is a director of
the Cambia Health Foundation and a founder and former director of
Nashville-based Leadership Health Care and Seattle-based
InnovateHealth.
He is a graduate of Georgetown University with a degree in history
and is a Chartered Financial Analyst.

MG Devereux has been a parks
and recreation professional
since 1990, when he took a job
as a seasonal trail ranger in
Parker, CO to help pay for
college. In 1995 he joined the
Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department (OPRD), working
his way up from a seasonal
position to managing the Tryon
Creek/Milo McIver
Management Unit, including the only urban state park in Oregon. In
late 2009, MG moved into the OPRD headquarters to oversee park
development for Cottonwood Canyon State Park, the largest state
park recreation experience in Oregon. He has taken on additional
project responsibilities such as the agency legislative coordinator.
In June of 2012 he became the Chief Operating Officer of the
Oregon State Fair and Expo Center, and was recently named Deputy
Director of the department.
MG moved to Oregon to obtain bachelor’s degrees in history and
political science from Lewis and Clark College. During his time at
Lewis and Clark College, MG gained a passion for critical thinking
while participating and coaching the Lewis and Clark debate team.
In 1999 MG graduated from the Mark O. Hatfield School of
Government at Portland State University with a Masters of Public
Administration.
MG and his wife Shannon have two wonderful girls currently in
elementary school in SW Portland. MG enjoys traveling, and
science fiction books and movies, and spending time with friends.
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Lew Frederick

Bob Gravely

State Representative, Oregon House of Representatives
Salem, OR
State Representative Lew
Frederick is a Strategic
Communications Consultant,
focusing on Strategic Planning,
Economic Development,
Community Relations, Education,
Science and Media Crisis
Communications. He is a former
member of the State Board of
Education, and is presently on the
board of the Regional Arts and
Culture Council and a member of
the Portland Development Commission’s Neighborhood Economic
Development Leadership Group.

Senior Public Affairs Specialist
Pacificorp
Portland, OR

He has represented House District 43, North and Northeast
Portland, since October of 2009, and currently serves on the House
Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, the Joint Ways and
Means Committee, and the Ways and Means Subcommittee on
Education.
Lew graduated from Earlham College in Indiana, and has studied at
MIT (Bush/Knight Fellowship), Morehouse College and Woods Hole
Marine Biological Laboratory (Science Writer’s Fellowship). His
academic background includes biology, theater and political science.
Lew was a television reporter for KGW-Channel 8 in Portland for 17
years, and the Director of Public Information for the Portland Public
Schools for 13 years. He has also been a teacher, actor and ranch
hand.
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Bob is senior public affairs
specialist for PacifiCorp in
Portland, where he manages
media and stakeholder relations
and public affairs strategy on a
range of energy-related topics.
Among the issues he currently is
heavily involved are attempts to
win enactment of Klamath
settlement agreements, and discussions in Bend over the fate of the
company’s downtown dam that creates Mirror Pond.
Originally from Wilmington, Delaware, Bob began his professional
career as a journalist in Washington, D.C., where he covered the
U.S. Congress for Bloomberg News and Congressional Quarterly.
After moving to Oregon in 2002, he worked in media relations and
public information roles for Multnomah County and Qwest (now
CenturyLink) before joining PacifiCorp in early 2011.
Bob lives in Portland with his wife Polly and two elementary schoolaged children. In addition to involvement with kids’ sports and
activities, he has served on the race committee for the Race for the
Roses, a half-marathon that benefits the Albertina Kerr Centers for
children and adults with developmental disabilities and mental
health challenges. He also enjoys going on climbs with the Mazamas
mountaineering club.
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Valeria Hysong

Mitsu Iwasaki

Inmate Work Program Coordinator
Powder River Correctional Facility
Baker City, OR

Executive Director
Northwest Outward Bound School
Troutdale, OR

Originally from São Paulo, Brazil, I
have been living in the USA, Baker
City, Oregon, since 2006.
In the last 6 years I worked for the
City of Baker City in various jobs:
evidence technician, assisting the city
manager and directors, and
coordinating IT projects.
In 2014 I started working for the
Oregon Department of Corrections at
the Powder River Correctional Facility
as the Inmate Work Program Coordinator.

Born in Japan and growing up in
Seattle, Mitsu is the Executive
Director of the Northwest Outward
Bound School.
He has worked in the Outdoor
Education and Adventure industry for over 25 years with a career
spanning from mountain guide to positions in senior leadership of
national and local non-profit organizations.
In addition to his work with the Northwest Outward Bound School,
Mitsu performs audit functions for Outward Bound Internationally
and serves on the board of Paradox Sports based in Colorado.

I'm an active participant of the Ford Institute Leadership Program
Cohort IV and also a member of the Baker Lions Club.
Living in a small community was challenging at first, but I learned to
love it and appreciate the opportunity to positively impact the
community I call home.
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Victoria Lara

Kate Lasky

CEO, Lara Media Services, LLC
Portland, OR
Victoria is the founder and Chief
Executive Officer of Lara Media
Services, the only Woman-owned
media agency in the Pacific Northwest.
Born in Chihuahua, Mexico, she
received her degree in Business
Marketing & Administration from
Chihuahua State University. In 1995,
Victoria immigrated to the US and
enrolled in an English immersion
program at Colorado Community
College in Trinidad. She then relocated
to Vancouver, WA, where she
completed her English program.

Executive Director
Josephine Community Libraries, Inc
Grants Pass, OR

Prior to the establishment of Lara Media Services, Victoria was
responsible for the administration and marketing of several
Mexican Restaurants chains in Vancouver, WA. Victoria also worked
at Larson Advertising Agency, the only advertising agency in the
Northwest that offered demographic analysis and insight in to the
Latino Culture. The growth of the Latino Community and the
potential for culturally sensitive engagement prompted her decision
to open her own agency, Victoria Lara Hispanic Advertising, later
renamed Lara Media Services.
Victoria’s primary responsibility is the day-to-day management of
Lara Media operations, as well as directing several media
campaigns. Victoria is a tireless advocate for the Latino Community.
She works to provide resources and services that connect the Latino
Community with local communities and businesses, as well as state
and federal agencies. Victoria serves in a wide variety of committees
which are instrumental in effecting positive change in the Latino
community.
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Kate Lasky is the
executive director of
Josephine Community
Libraries, Inc., a
nongovernmental, nonprofit, public library
serving the 83,000
residents of Josephine
County, Oregon.
She holds a Master of
Education and has a dual career in journalism.
As a former chief editor for Pulitzer Newspapers, Inc. and an
instructor for Northern Arizona University’s School of
Communication, she enjoys working in print media, as well as
strategic marketing and planning.
Kate lives in Grants Pass, Oregon with her husband and two young
sons, participates in her local Rotary Club, and is a student of
martial arts.
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Andy Macklin
Paul Lumley
Executive Director, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission
Portland, OR
Paul is the Executive Director for the
Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish
Commission (CRITFC) and a citizen of
the Yakama Nation, which is located
on central Washington State.
Paul worked at CRITFC from 19872004 in several capacities. He
returned to CRITFC after 5 years in
Washington DC to begin his tenure as
executive director on July 1, 2009.
Paul has an extensive history working
with Northwest Tribes on salmon
issues, particularly in the Columbia River Basin.
He received his Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics from
Western Washington University in 1986.

Director, ACME Business Consulting
Portland, OR
I was born in Bartlesville, OK, to Don
and Jodi Macklin. Mom was a
journalist, dad was a chemical
engineer working for Phillips
Petroleum Company, who started his
career in the Texas panhandle. In
1979 we moved to London, England, where dad worked on projects
in the North Sea and Africa. While we were there, we were
fortunate enough to travel throughout the UK and the continent.
These experiences instilled in me an early curiosity about culture,
geography, and language, and the memories stick with me today.
From London we moved to Casper, Wyoming, in 1985 and back to
Bartlesville, KS in 1988 where I attended junior high and high school
and spent several summers working on the family farm. I graduated
in 1995, and pursued an engineering degree at Kansas State
University. I graduated in 2000 as a Top-5 Graduating Mechanical
Engineer (and 3 hours short of an English minor). After graduation I
worked at GE in their Operations Management Leadership Program.
My time at GE gave me great experiences and some outstanding
training, but ultimately I decided that I wanted to live my life
according to a different set of priorities. In 2003, my best friend,
Jason, and I gave up our jobs and headed to OR to think together
about life, friendship, faith, and work, and managed a start-up
company together in the footwear industry. After several years, we
were hired at ACME Business Consulting., where I've been for nearly
eight years, working on some landmark projects and having been
part of ACME growing from 18 employees to 75 today.
In 2007 I married, my wife, Sharon. We travelled often in our first
few years of marriage, our trips focusing around not only fun, but
also shared experience and service. In 2010 we had our first child,
Graham, and in 2012 he was followed by Audrey. We love them
dearly, and they keep us very busy at home.
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Chip Massie

Scott McClure

Executive Director, Klamath County Chamber of Commerce
Klamath Falls, OR
I have served as Executive Director at
the Chamber of Commerce for six
years. My childhood was spent in the
San Francisco Bay Area but have lived
in the South Bay, Los Angeles, Modoc
County/Alturas, CA and finally Klamath
Falls. Prior to the Chamber I was an
entrepreneur/ restaurateur having
owned and operated independent
restaurants since the early 1980’s. My
educational background is in Theater
Arts but prior to getting my degree I
founded a theatre company in LA and
never returned to school.

City Manager
City of Monmouth
Monmouth, OR

Over the years I have been heavily involved in the communities in
which I’ve lived, serving variously as a City Councilperson, Arts
council Representative, Film Commissioner, Chamber Board
member, and community theatre producer and director. I have also
founded or worked on a variety of ongoing community events
including a USCF designated bicycle race, a hot air balloon festival,
an outdoor play depicting the historic events of the Modoc Indian
War, and the funding and building of the Modoc High Country
Amphitheatre.
Recently I participated in the Ford Community Leadership Institute
and serve as a Community Ambassador for them as well as
facilitating the program in Klamath Falls. I serve in many regional
organizations including the Oregon Community Foundation,
Southern Oregon Visitors Assn., SOU President’s Advisory Group,
and the Ross Ragland Theater Board. These experiences, and others,
have made me realize how important energetic and dedicated
people are to the vitality of any community and I count myself lucky
to have worked with so many such people.
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I am a native Oregonian descended
from two Oregon Trail families. I
currently live in Monmouth, Oregon.
I am married and have two children
– one is a junior at Oregon State and
the other a junior at Central High
School.
I graduated from Gladstone High
School and Portland State
University, with degrees in Political
Science and Public Administration.
I have been in city management for 24 years. I have held positions
in Gresham, OR, Brush, CO, Coos Bay, OR and Monmouth, OR.
I am currently the City Manager for Monmouth. During my career, I
have had the opportunity to serve on ten professional or
community governing boards. I am very involved in the community.
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Lou Ogden

Tom Simpson

Mayor, City of Tualatin, Tualatin, OR
Lou has been mayor of Tualatin since
1994, and served on the Tualatin City
Council in 1992-93 An active fund raiser
and leader, Lou received the Tualatin
Inaugural Distinguished Citizen Award in
2000. He is a member of the Tualatin
Chamber of Commerce Board, Tualatin
Fit City Challenge Steering Committee,
the Tualatin Rotary Club; Tualatin Valley
Elks Club, Tualatin VFW Auxiliary, Tualatin
Together Steering Committee, Tualatin
Architectural Review Board, and the
Tualatin Science and Technology
Scholarship Committee. He also led and actively participated in the
development of the Tualatin Youth Advisory Council. He is the
founder of the Regional Mayors Consortium, and serves on the
Greater Portland Inc Board of Directors as the Small Cities Consortium
Board Representative. He serves on the I-5/99W Connector Project
Steering Committee, City/County Insurance Services Board, Clackamas
Cities Assn., Westside Economic Alliance Board, Washington County
Coordinating Committee on Transportation and Land Use,
Washington County Urbanization Forum Steering Committee, Local
Officials Advisory Committee, and was formerly on the Oregon
Transportation Commission and the Washington County Library Assn
Board. Lou is active in the League of Oregon Cities legislative review
including frequently testifying at the legislature. He is a past president
and current board member of the League of Oregon Cities, former
president of the Western Municipal Association, and served on the
board and several committees of the National League of Cities. He is a
member of the Republican Mayors and Elected Officials Board of
Directors. He is a graduate of the Pacific Program in 1996, and served
on the Luke Center Board from 1997-2000. He received the Oregon
Mayors Association Leadership Award in 2002, and the League of
Oregon Cities James C. Richards Memorial Award in 2003

Director, Government and Regulatory Affairs, The Standard
Portland, OR
Following Jesus is the primary driver
of my life. It has required me to
“unpack” and re-think my politics,
career aspirations, place of residence,
relationship with money, how I raise
my children, how and what to
purchase. Everything needs to be run
through the filter. It doesn’t get old
or tiresome. Just more interesting.
This path has resulted in activity that is interesting and has meaning.
I’ve taught political science as an adjunct professor, lead high school
students on mission trips to Mexico and to housing projects in D.C.,
climbed Mt Adams, Mt St Helens, Middle Sister, and run for State
Representative. I was founding President of Tapestry Theatre
Company, the Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 12, Director of
Emergency Management, Director of Government Affairs, Secretary
of The Dorchester Conference. I am trained as a WMD Incident
Commander by US Homeland Security, I’ve worked as a film grip
and video producer, I know my way around government budgets,
and I lobby in Salem. I mentor married couples.
I’ve lived in the Portland region 51 years, currently living in the city
where I grew up. I’ve worked at or near 5th and Salmon in
downtown Portland for 29 years. I’m a fourth generation
Oregonian. I attended Riverdale School, Lake Oswego High School,
University of Oregon (BS), Lewis and Clark (MPA).
I’ve been married for 29 years to Anne-Marie, and am father of
Noah and Micah, and father-in-law to Becky Jo. My Mom stayed at
home but was also a State Legislator. My Dad was a business
attorney who helped create Metro. One sister teaches people to
read, the other raises Fell ponies.

11

Class 28 Fellows Biographies

Janet Soto

Daina Vitolins

Public Affairs Specialist, Office of the Governor
Salem, OR
Janet Soto Rodriguez was raised as part
of a seasonal migrant working family.
Together, she and her family travelled
between Mexico and the US seasonally
to seek work and better opportunities.
Joining her family in the fields, Janet
began working in the nurseries of Ohio
at age twelve. At age thirteen, Janet
completed her first year of formal
education. School transformed Janet’s
world view and challenged her in
several ways, including learning a new
language, facing race tensions and
deciding whether to continue her
education or search for work alongside her family. At age fourteen,
Janet became independent and separated from her family to pursue
her education and begin working on her application for US
citizenship. Through high school, Janet worked six jobs to sustain
herself and assist her family from a distance. Finally, after four years
of applications, fees, work and waiting periods, Janet was granted
US citizenship, just in time for her college applications to qualify for
admission. Admitted to Ohio State University, Janet was the
recipient of a full academic scholarship. Arrival to college introduced
Janet for the first time to email, reliable access to the internet and
to social class divisions. Awareness of social constructions and the
interplay between social movements and policy lead Janet to
pursue a degree in Political Science and teacher certification in
social science education. Upon graduation, Janet taught
predominately Latino students on the US/Mexico border in the Rio
Grande Valley of Texas. There, Janet organized families and
developed a passion for grassroots mobilization. This passion fueled
Janet to move to Portland in 2012 and became a PolitiCorps fellow
and later work at the Oregon Bus Project. Janet currently serves the
office of Governor Kitzhaber as his public affairs specialist.

District Attorney, Crook County
Prineville, OR
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Daina has served as the Crook County
District Attorney since November 1,
2008.
She was formerly the Deputy District
Attorney Crook County 2006-2008;
Assistant Attorney General, Oregon
Department of Justice, 1997 – 2006;
Deputy District Attorney, Polk County,
1992-1997; Assistant Attorney
General, Oregon Department of
Justice, 1990-1992; Staff Attorney
Marion-Polk Legal Aid, 1987-1990; and was in private practice in
1985-1986.
She received her BA in 1982 from the College of Idaho; and her JD
in 1985 from the Willamette College of Law.
Here community volunteer work includes the KIDS Center Board of
Directors; Vice-Chair, Lutheran Community Services Northwest
Board of Directors; and memberships in For the Children, as well as
Soroptimist and Kiwanis clubs.
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DeAngeloa Wells

Doug Wells

General Manager, Talent Management
Portland General Electric
Portland, OR
DeAngeloa has worked at Portland
General Electric (PGE) since October 1999.
She began her PGE career as the Director
for Human Resource Operations where
she was responsible for Employee
Relations, Labor Relations, Staffing and
Recruitment and Equal Employment
Opportunity. She remained in that
position until May 2006 when she was
tapped for a developmental assignment
Managing Meter Data Acquisitions. In
August 2009, she headed back to Human
Resources to become General Manager of
Talent Management.

Chief Development and Financial Officer
The Children’s Institute
Portland, OR

Before coming to Portland General Electric, she worked for NIKE,
Inc. as a US Human Resource Director for 4000 employees across
the United States. Prior to that, she worked for 12 years as a
Regional Manager for Nordstrom. She has 28+ years of Human
Resources Management experience.
A native Oregonian, DeAngeloa holds a Bachelor's of Science degree
in Business Management. Within PGE, she serves on a number of
Executive Committees and serves on the PGE Foundation Board.
Outside of PGE, she has served on various Boards and has done a
great deal of work in the community.

My father was career military, so I spent
my first 30 years moving all over the
country ending up in Portland in 1994.
I have spent half my career in non-profits
(Outward Bound, Oregon Ballet Theatre,
and The Children’s Institute) and half in
for-profits (including owning my own
business), I have learned much from both,
and ultimately believe in the transformative power of non-profits.
I serve as Chair of Oregon’s Quality Education Commission; chair the
board of the Northwest Outward Bound School, and serve as board
member (and former chair) of the national organization Parents for
Public Schools. I invest a great deal of time and what little other
resources I can, mostly in advocacy around education and public
schools.
My wife is a 3rd generation Oregonian and Portlander and her
grandfather was in the legislature and served on the Portland
School Board. My 14 year old daughter attends Benson High School
in Portland Public Schools.

She resides in Portland, with her husband, C. T. and has two
daughters, Chastity and Ashlei. DeAngeloa spends her free time
reading, power-walking, and leading numerous departments and
activities at Emmanuel Church where her husband is Senior Pastor.
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Courtney Westling

Kent Yu

Director of Legislative and Government Affairs
Oregon Health Authority
Salem, OR

Principal, SEFT Consulting Group
Beaverton, OR

Courtney joined the Oregon
Health Authority (OHA) in
January 2013 as the Director of
Legislative and Government
Affairs. In this role, she leads the
agency’s activities in the Capitol,
and is the primary liaison to
Oregon’s federal delegation.
Prior to coming to OHA, she served as Outreach Director for the
Center for Michigan, a non-profit advocacy organization in Ann
Arbor, MI, engaging communities on issues such as early childhood
education. As a result of that work, the State of Michigan made a
$65 million investment in early childhood education programs in the
2013-2014 budget.
From 2009-2011, she served as a legislative assistant to U.S. Senator
Jeff Merkley in Washington, D.C. and was his deputy campaign
manager in 2008.
A native Oregonian, Courtney received her BA from Syracuse
University in Syracuse, NY and a Masters of Public Administration
(MPA) from The George Washington University in Washington, D.C.
When Courtney’s not working, she enjoys cooking, hiking, and
exploring the “gastropolis” that is Portland.
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Kent received his PhD from the
University of California, San Diego,
and has 14 years of structural
engineering and earthquake
engineering experience. Before he
founded SEFT Consulting Group in
2013, he was Principal and Branch
Manager of Degenkolb Engineers
in Portland, OR. He has worked on
projects of all construction types
that include seismic evaluation
and retrofit design of existing
buildings, structural design of new
construction, historic preservation, post-earthquake inspections and
more. Much of his work has been for public/civic/government, healthcare, educational and high-tech facilities that are required to meet
stringent performance levels. He is well known for his expertise on
advanced performance-based analysis of structures, and his innovative
solutions have saved hundreds of millions of dollars for owners on the
West Coast. As a seismic veteran and earthquake/ tsunami policy
advocate, Dr. Yu has traveled to Peru, China, Chile, and Japan for postearthquake reconnaissance to study seismic performance of buildings.
From 2011 to 2013, he served as the Chair of Oregon Seismic Safety
Policy Advisory Commission, leading a team of 169 expert volunteers to
develop the Oregon Resilience Plan, the most comprehensive plan in the
nation to better prepare the state for next Cascadia earthquake and
tsunami. He was also a member of the State Capitol Master Plan Review
Committee representing A/E industry to help develop seismic risk
mitigation recommendations for the State Capitol. He has served as
research advisor at Oregon State University and University of Hawaii, and
is an adjunct professor at PSU for earthquake engineering research.
Married with two kids, he enjoys spending time with his family on road
trips, hiking, and crabbing on the Oregon coast, and coaching his son’s
Lego/Robotic team at ACCESS Academy in Portland.

